44                     THE DRAMA OF TWO WORLDS

Lo, this is Confession; kneel down and ask mercy.,

For he is in good conceit with God Almighty.                    390

EVERYMAN.  O glorious fountain that all uncleanness doth cla-
rify,

Wash from me the spots of vice unclean,

That on me no sin may be seen;

I come with Knowledge for my redemption,

Redempt with hearty and full contrition;

For I am commanded a pilgrimage to take.

And great accounts before God to make.

Now I pray you, Shrift, mother of salvation,

Help my Good-Deeds for my piteous exclamation,
CONFESSION. I know your sorrow well, Everyman;                 400

Because with Knowledge ye come to me,

I will you comfort as well as I can,

And a precious jewel I will give thee,

Called penance, voider of adversity;

Therewith shall your body chastised be

With abstinence, and perseverance in God's service.
EVERYMAN. Knowledge, give me the scourge of penance;

My flesh therewith shall give a quittance:

I will now begin, if God give me grace.

[KNOWLEDGE gives EVERYMAN a scourge.
KNOWLEDGE. Everyman, God give you time and space:         410

Thus I bequeath you in the hands of our Saviour,

Now may you make your reckoning sure.
EVERYMAN. In the name of the Holy Trinity,

My body sore punished shall be:

[He begins to scourge himself,

Take this, body, for the sin of the flesh!

Also thou delightest to go gay and fresh,

And in the way of damnation thou did me bring;

Therefore suffer now strokes and punishing!

Now of penance I will wade the water clear,

To save me from purgatory, that sharp fire.                        420

[GOOD-DEEDS rises from the floor.